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Daryl Salmon obtained 
his medical degree at
Melbourne University in
1961.  After 2 years of 
residency, he became a 
medical officer in the
Australian Army.  Active 
service included, Borneo
(1966) as RMO of an 
Infantry Battalion, and 
South Vietnam (1969) 
as anaesthetist at the 
First Australian Field
Hospital.  His experience
with mass casualties and
coagulopathies was
acknowledged in Hamilton Bailey’s Emergency
Surgery. He was intrigued that pain from chest
and abdominal wounds could be of different
character, and that each responded differently to
intravenous morphine. On return he was asked
to make presentations on the new concept of
mass casualty triage with limited resources, to
the Faculty of Anaesthetists, AMA and hospitals.  
In 1996 Daryl convened the Symposium on
Military Anaesthesia at the World Congress of
Anaesthesiologists. Anaesthetists from 7 countries
were recruited to present their experiences in 5
different wars, some from opposing sides. 
Of particular interest was the way practitioner
approaches to analgesia varied depending on
the influence of culture and affluence. 

Private anaesthetic practice in 1974, with visiting
rights as an HMO to Liverpool Hospital.  In 1983
Daryl was appointed Director of Anaesthetics
and Intensive Care; he was also elected to the
NSW Committee of the Australian Society of
Anaesthetists (ASA).  He represented the ASA on

the Day Surgery Facility
Professional Standards
Advisory Committee, and
on request authored a
Manual of Accreditation
(Blue book).  Representing
the Faculty of
Anaesthetists on the
National Day Surgery
Committee, the manual
was amended (Silver book)
to cover the other states,
and was again amended
to become the ACHS Day
Procedure Accreditation
Manual (Gold book).

In 1989 Dr Salmon attended his first APS
Conference and was stimulated by the experience.
Later that year he enrolled in a residential pain
management course at the Oxford Pain Relief
Unit, and also spent time with Dr Menno Sluijter
(Amsterdam), & Dr Richard Derby (San Francisco).
As a VMO he then established the Acute Pain
Service at Liverpool Hospital, then initiated a
multidisciplinary private practice - Waratah Pain
Management where he began using spinal 
modulatory and radiofrequency techniques.

The Acute Pain Service at Liverpool Hospital
began in 1989 with a part time Registered Nurse,
and part time anaesthetic registrar cover.  It was
a time of great interest as a result of the Reddy
et al. initiatives.  Professor Michael Cousins 
officially opened the Pain Centre which was by
then a dedicated facility with a multidisciplinary
nucleus.  A Foundation Fellowship of the Faculty of
Pain Medicine was also bestowed on Daryl in 1999.
His early Australian Pain Society membership
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and attendance at its conferences enabled him
to access a variety of involved disciplines and
establish lifelong contacts.  The specific direction
of treating the patient, as the owner of pain, and
not the pain itself was being accepted with 
palpable enthusiasm.  This approach was 
fundamental to his direction at Waratah Pain
Management and later at the Liverpool Hospital
Pain Centre.  It was a defining moment for an
anaesthetist to realise that his major contribution
to pain management was to be a team member. 

Daryl was elected APS NSW Director in 2003. 
In 2004 he prepared a comprehensive paper
Cannabis: From Pagan to Patch for the society and
convened a session on cannabis at the annual
scientific meeting, during which he presented
the history of cannabis.  Later that year he 
initiated the first 1 day seminar for NSW 
members titled  Latest Multidisciplinary Trends.
Daryl was impressed at the detailed approach
and scope of APS board activities, and was excited
to participate at the 2005 IASP World Congress
in Sydney.  It was therefore a major blow to have
his tenure of office cut abruptly short by a chronic
illness that was eventually resolved with surgery.

Progressive expansion of Liverpool Hospital

forced two relocations of the Centre.  In 2008
definitive plans for a Department of Pain Medicine
in the proposed new hospital were accepted.
However on completion in 2011 the allocation of
space was conveniently forgotten and the 
designated facilities occupied by others.  By 2013,
after much diplomacy and some confrontation,
the Department occupied new consultative,
administrative and procedural facilities with a 
multidisciplinary staff of 18.  It provided acute

and chronic pain services for the hospital, along
with Tier 3 support to 5 other hospitals, general
practitioners, and allied health professionals in
the Sydney South West Local Health Area.

An enthusiastic teacher, Dr Salmon personally
gave over 200 tutorials on pain medicine from
2006 - 2013 to Fellows and senior anaesthetic
registrars, in preparation for their respective
examinations.  In addition, presentations on the
multidisciplinary approach to pain management
were regularly given to hospital staff, general
practitioners, medical students and the 
community. He has also been an active member
of the Agency for Clinical Innovation (NSW) Pain
Management Network, facilitating the 
cooperation of Liverpool Hospital in its objectives.

Some life balance began with alpaca farming.  
It started when an intended birthday present for
his wife, (to have been a fancy, expensive alpaca
garment) became 3 spitting pregnant huacayas
instead!  These animals lead to 12 years of 
successful alpaca breeding - complete with births,
deaths, joy and disasters - it was a ‘fleece’ change!

Dr Daryl Salmon recently retired as Director of the
Pain Centre at Liverpool Hospital and continues
to maintain an interest in the field of pain 
management but has also embarked on further
tertiary studies in astronomy.

We thank Daryl for his strong contribution to the
development of pain management and welcome
him as a Distinguished Member of the
Australian Pain Society.


