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for the past 30 years, including a five-year period as its
Clinical Director.

During the 1970s a number of seminal articles and
books exploring the psychiatric and psychosocial
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aspects of chronic pain were published by
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Association for the Study of Pain. Professor Mendelson

His main research interests have been in the areas of

was a Federal Councillor of the APS, representing

pain and compensation, civil forensic psychiatry, and

Victoria, 1980 - 1982, becoming Vice-President in 1986

post-traumatic psychiatric syndromes. He has

and serving as President, 1988 - 1990.

published approximately 120 articles, reviews and
book chapters, and is the author of Psychiatric Aspects

His active involvement with the IASP dates from 1989,

of Personal Injury Claims, published during 1988 in the

when he was a member of the Task Force on Guidelines

USA, by Charles C. Thomas.

for Desirable Characteristics of Pain Management
Centres. He was a member of the IASP Council from
1993 - 1996, has served as Chair of the IASP Committee
on Ethical Issues, and was a member of the Committee
on Research. Professor Mendelson has also been Chair
of the Special Interest Group on Clinical-Legal Issues
in Pain since 2005.
During 1999, George was elected a Foundation Fellow
of the Faculty of Pain Medicine, Australian and New
Zealand College of Anaesthetists, and he is a member
of the Examination Committee of the Faculty. He is
also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Medicine. In
addition to active involvement with the Australian
Pain Society, the International Association for the
Study of Pain and the Faculty of Pain Medicine,
ANZCA, George Mendelson has been involved with the
Royal Australian and New Zealand College of
Psychiatrists both in Victoria and nationally. He has
been a member of the Victorian Branch Committee of
the RANZCP since 1988, the Honorary Secretary of the
Victorian Branch Committee, 2003 - 2004, and for
many years has been the Convenor of the Forensic
Psychiatry Subcommittee.
George has been a member of the Ethical Practice
Committee of the RANZCP since 2004. In May 2006
he was elected as Chair of the Ethical Practice
Committee by the General Council of the RANZCP,
and he continues to hold that position.
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